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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:      173 Walnut Street   

District:       Pill Hill  LHD 

Applicant:    Storey Condo Trust 

Date Built:   1868 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 
 

 
 

 

 

Statement of Significance: 
 

This double house is part of the post-Civil War development of the Pill Hill neighborhood by Edward S. 

Philbrick, constructed in 1868 as a rental property.  The design is a simple variation of the Stick Style and may 

have been the work of Ware & Van Brunt, a firm that designed a much more elaborate single family house for 

Philbrick on Upland Road. Ware was briefly in partnership with Philbrick, who was an engineer. 

 

The architectural ornamentation was kept to a minimum in this design and consists principally of the recessed 

entrances with large brackets supporting a pent roof. A more varied paint scheme emphasizing the entrances, as 

well as the broad belt course and the cornice with its jerkin head roof gable ends, would bring out the buildingôs 

architectural character. 

 

Proposed Alterations: 
 

The current proposal is a renovation of the front yard landscaping.  The project involves the following changes: 
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¶ Removal of the existing chain link fence in the front yard and installation of a new wood picket fence 

with two gates along the front property line.  A granite curb will be installed immediately in front of the 

fence, resulting in a 6òraise of the grade.  The total fence height, including the height of the curb, is 42ò. 

¶ Removal of the existing chain link fence along the left property line and installation of a new wood solid 

board fence along the property line.  This fence is 6ô high from the rear property line to the front corner 

of the house and 4ô high from the front of the house to the street. 

¶ Re-grading the front yard to accommodate the installation of a new driveway to the right of the house.  

This includes the installation of a 6ò high granite curb along the front property line and extending down 

both driveways. 

 
 

Applicable Guidelines: 
 

¶ New fences and walls should not prevent or restrict views of buildings from a public way.  Tall solid 

fences and walls should not be constructed as noise or headlight barriers.  The design of fences should 

be appropriate in scale and architectural style to the building, site and surrounding properties. 

¶ New front fences and front yard portion of side fences should be open in character so as to not create 

visual barriers.   

¶ New fences running along property lines with street frontage, as well as any section of a side yard lot 

line fence that is forward of the main body of the house or adjacent houses or outbuildings, should not 

exceed 42ò in height.  Other new fences and walls should not exceed 72ò in height.  Fences running 

from the side of a building to a side yard fence should not be more than 42ò high if a higher fence would 

obscure significant features on the side of a building or site.     

¶ If a new fence or wall is on or near the top of a retaining wall and exceeds 42ò, then the overall height of 

the new fence or wall and retaining wall should be measured from the grade on the lower side of the 

retaining wall, and the visual impact of the combined height from the lower side should be taken into 

account. 

 

Preliminary Findings: 

 
The proposed front fence sits on a 6ô recycled granite curb, bringing the total height to 42ò.  The style, material 

and height of this fence meet the requirements of the design guidelines.  The proposed side yard fence is a solid 

board fence 6ôhigh from the rear property line to the front corner of the house and 4ô high from the front of the 

house to the front property line.  This fence directly abuts Walnut Path, which is a public way.  The 

Commission should consider whether an exception can be made to the fence requirements along public ways 

(generally they must be open in character and no more than 42ò tall) considering the lack of privacy in the rear 

yard.  The Commission may recommend changes to the front portion of this fence, as it is forward of the main 

body of the house. 

The changes to grade involved in this project are minor, intended to accommodate the addition of a driveway to 

the right side of the property.  This driveway has received initial approval for a special permit.  Though 

driveways are not reviewable in the Local Historic District, changes to grade are.  The Commission may 

consider these changes, including the installation of a 6ò stone curb along the front property line and extending 

down the driveways. 
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Aerial view of 173 Walnut Street, looking east. 

 

 

Aerial view of 173 Walnut Street, looking south. 
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Aerial view of 173 Walnut Street, looking west. 

 

Aerial view of 173 Walnut Street, looking north. 
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Views from Walnut Street 


